	Source Locator
	
	

	Popular Sources and Substantive Popular Sources

	Books and ebooks
	Magazines
	Newspapers

	To borrow for free:
Your local public library catalog, such as the Columbus Public Library catalog.
OSU Library Catalog  
OhioLink
SearchOhio (for more public libraries)

For free books in the public domain or open access books:
· https://oasis.geneseo.edu/basic_search.php?type=Textbook or 
· https://www.gutenberg.org/

To buy:
An online bookseller like Amazon or Barnes and Noble.

Local brick and mortar bookstores.


	To find articles in a magazine that pertain to a topic of interest:
· Use a database like Academic Search Complete.
Note: This and other databases like it usually have to be accessed through your public or academic library card. Popular and scholarly articles will be retrieved together, but it is possible to filter out scholarly articles.

· Academic OneFile

· Use a search engine like Google. 
Note: But articles will be mixed in with websites, blogs, and other sorts of resources. There is no good way to filter out resources that are not popular magazine articles.

To read a current issue of a magazine, use Google to see if it is online. If not, popular magazines are carried by public libraries for free and by drug stores and bookstores for a fee.

	There are many ways to search for articles in newspapers. To search within a particular newspaper, try going to the online site of the newspaper and see if there is a free option to search its archive. If not, there are free ways to get the same information by working with a library.

Maybe the best advice is to use this guide to OSU’s newspaper collection, which includes information on why use newspapers, structuring your search, evaluating their reliability, and how to cite newspapers.

To search by topic for newspaper articles from the past, you should check with your public or academic librarian or the AskUs service for students at OSU for help on where to look. It will be helpful to know these things when asking for help:
· The general time period you’re interested in (last 2 years or the late 1800s?)
· Geographic location (American newspapers or papers from other countries?)
· The nature of what you need (related to a particular event, person, etc.?)


	Conference Papers 
	Documentaries
	Blogs

	You will not likely find conference papers for popular events.
	For free: 
Use a public library catalog such as Columbus Metropolitan Library. Do a keyword search on your topic with the word “documentary” included. For instance: global warming documentary.

OSU Libraries Library Catalog for Visual Media

OSU Libraries guides.osu.edu/multimedia/video includes some Ted Talks and motion pictures.

PBS provides free documentaries.

For a fee:
Use a subscription service such as Netflix, Amazon Prime, or HBO. Documentaries will be a category you can browse.
	To find blogs to follow, use a blog searcher such as:
· BlogSearchEngine

To find blog posts on a particular topic:
· BlogSearchEngine
· Google
Note: Blog posts will be mixed in with articles, websites, and other resources.

	Websites
	Online Video
	Podcasts

	Use a search engine such as Google and Bing.
	Use YouTube and Vimeo.

OSU Libraries Library Catalog for Visual Media

OSU Libraries guides.osu.edu/multimedia/video includes some Ted Talks and motion pictures.

At OSU and other big academic libraries, use Kanopy or Films On Demand for free.
 
	Try Apple Podcasts.


	Professional Sources

	Books / ebooks
	Magazines / Journals
	Newspapers

	To borrow for free:
[bookmark: _Hlk78268768]An academic library catalog such as the OSU Library catalog. Each academic library has its own catalog, but a service like WorldCat or OhioLINK lets you see what many libraries own simultaneously.

Note: ebooks will be found in the catalog, just as print books are. However, many professional books are not published in e-reader format (such as Kindle), but on an e-reader available through a web browser.

To buy: 
· Amazon or Barnes and Noble
· Publisher or professional society or institute websites
	There are numerous “trade” or “professional” magazines and journals that are directed toward professionals in a particular field. Often these are published by trade organizations or associations. To identify titles:
· Google
Note: search as follows: Magazines for scientists, magazines for teachers, etc.

· Visit the website of a known association or society to find out what magazine they publish.
· 

To find articles by subject, use the instructions for popular magazines (above).

	There are many ways to search for articles in newspapers. To search within a particular newspaper, try going to the online site of the newspaper and see if there is a free option to search its archive. If not, there are free ways to get the same information by working with a library.

Maybe the best advice is to use this guide to OSU’s newspaper collection, which includes information on why use newspapers, structuring your search, evaluating their reliability, and how to cite newspapers.

To search by topic for newspaper articles from the past, you should check with your public or academic librarian or the AskUs service for students at OSU for help on where to look. It will be helpful to know these things when asking for help:
· The general time period you’re interested in (last 2 years or the late 1800s?)
· Geographic location (American newspapers or papers from other countries?)
· The nature of what you need (related to a particular event, person, etc.?)


	Conference Papers 
	Documentaries
	Blogs

	Generally, these can be found through the same discipline-oriented databases that you use to find scholarly articles. 
Discipline-oriented databases are among the sources listed in OSU Libraries’ research guides that include helpful databases on various subjects and disciplines at https://guides.osu.edu/.

[bookmark: _Hlk78268941]Conference papers also can be found through Google Scholar.
	For free:
Use a library catalog such as the OSU libraries catalog. Do a keyword search on your topic with the word “documentary” included. For instance: global warming documentary.

PBS also provides free documentaries.

For a fee:
Use a subscription service such as Netflix, Amazon Prime, or HBO. Documentaries will be a category you can browse.
	To find blogs to follow, use a blog searcher such as:
· BlogSearchEngine.org

To find blog posts on a particular topic:
· BlogSearchEngine.org
· Google
Note: Blog posts will be mixed in with articles, websites, and other resources.

	Websites
	Online Video
	Podcasts

	[bookmark: _Hlk78268978]Use a search engine such as Google and Bing.
	Use YouTube and Vimeo.
	Try Apple Podcasts.

	Scholarly Sources

	Books / ebooks
	Magazines / Journals
	Newspapers

	To borrow for free:
An academic library catalog such as the OSU Library catalog. Each academic library has its own catalog, but a service like WorldCat or OhioLINK lets you see what many libraries own simultaneously.

Note: ebooks will be found in the catalog, just as print books are. However, many professional and scholarly books are not published in e-reader format (such as Kindle), but on an e-reader available through a web browser.

To buy: 
Amazon or Barnes and Noble.
Publisher or professional society or institute websites.
	There are tens of thousands of scholarly journals and hundreds of databases available to search them.

To search for free, use Google Scholar. (Google Scholar is not recommended for life sciences.) Most journals and databases will only be available to you for free through an academic library such as Ohio State University Libraries. Once there, click on Research Databases List under Recommended Links or on Online Journal List. 

A good general use database is Academic Search Complete. Most other databases are geared to a particular academic discipline (health, psychology, literature, etc.). To access these:
· Check your academic library website.
· Check your public library.
· Ask a librarian for help.
	There are many ways to search for articles in newspapers. To search within a particular newspaper, try going to the online site of the newspaper and see if there is an option to search its archive.
To search by topic for newspaper articles from the past, you should check with your public or academic librarian for help on where to look. It will be helpful to know these things when asking for help:
· The general time period you’re interested in (last 2 years or the late 1800s?)
· Geographic location (American newspapers or papers from other countries?)
· The nature of what you need (related to a particular event, person, etc.?)

At OSU, you can use this guide to OSU’s newspaper collection, which includes information on why use newspapers, structuring your search, evaluating their reliability, and how to cite newspapers.

	Conference Papers 
	Documentaries
	Blogs

	They can be found through Google Scholar.

Generally, these can be found through the same discipline-oriented database that you use to find scholarly articles.

OSU Libraries has research guides that include helpful databases on various subjects and disciplines at https://guides.osu.edu/.


	For free:
Use a library catalog such as the OSU Libraries catalog. Do a keyword search on your topic with the word “documentary” included. For instance: global warming documentary.

OSU Libraries Library Catalog for Visual Media

PBS also provides free documentaries.

For a fee:
Use a subscription service such as Netflix, Amazon Prime, or HBO. Documentaries will be a category you can browse.


For a fee:
Use a subscription service such as Netflix, Amazon Prime, or HBO. Documentaries will be a category you can browse.
	To find blogs to follow, use a blog searcher such as:
· BlogSearchEngine.org .
· See if your favorite journal or association has a blog on their website.
· Search for known scholars in a field to see if they blog.

To find blog posts on a particular topic:
· BlogSearchEngine.org
· Google 
Note: Blog posts will be mixed in with articles, websites, and other resources.

	Websites
	Online Video
	Podcasts

	Use a search engine such as Google  or Bing.
	Use YouTube and Vimeo.
	Try Apple Podcasts.



